Mapping Access to Polling Places
Rachel Hansen

1. Find a list of polling places for general elections from your county website.
a. Ex: Muscatine County
2. Open up a new map in ArcGIS online. 
3. Click on “Add.” Then select “Add Map Notes” from the dropdown menu. 
a. Title your layer “Polling Places.”
4. Use the search bar in the top-right corner to locate polling places. 
5. When you’re ready to mark the location, click on “Stickpin” in the edit menu on the left. Then click on the appropriate location in order to place the pin.
a. Title the pin according to precinct/ward (i.e. “Precinct 1”). 
b. Add any other additional information you’d like in the description box. 
c. If you’d like to change the pin, click on “Chance Symbol.”
d. Click “Close” when you are finished. You can always click on a pin to go back and make further changes. 
6. Repeat step #5 for all polling places. 
7. Click on “Add.” Then select “Browse Living Atlas Layers” from the dropdown menu. Add the following layers to your map by selecting them, then clicking on “Add to Map.”
a. 2018 USA Population Density
b. 2018 USA Average Household Income
c. 2018 USA Transportation Fuel Spending
d. USA Diversity Index
e. CDC’s Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) - 2014 overall SVI, census tract level
8. Next you will add a layer with the boundaries of your community’s precincts. In another tab, go to https://sos.iowa.gov/shapefiles/City%20Precincts/ and download the .zip file for your community or your county.
9. In ArcGIS, click on “Add.” Then select “Add Layer from File” from the dropdown menu.
a. Click on “Choose File” and select the .zip file you just downloaded. Select “Keep original features.” Then click “Import Layer.”
10. Next you will set up the viewing preferences for your layer.
a. For “1: Choose an attribute to show,” it should default to “POPULATION.”
b. For “2: Select a drawing style,” scroll down to “Types: Unique symbols” and click “Options.”
i. Click on each of the squares to “change symbol.” Repeat this step as needed until you’ve changed all the squares. We are going to set up your map to be transparent with black outlines.
1. For “FILL” select “no fill” (which is the white box with a red line through it.
2. For “OUTLINE” select the black square. 
3. Uncheck the box marked “Adjust outline automatically.” 
4. Change the transparency to 50%.
5. Click “OK.”
ii. Once you’ve changed all your boxes, click on “OK.” at the bottom. The click on “DONE.” The precinct layer will be added to your map. It will be titled by the name of your city.
11. Click the blue floppy disk and then → “Save As” to save your work.



Questions

1. Is access to polling places in your community equal? What is the standard by which we should measure fair and equal access to polling places?
· Population density
· Household income
· Access to transportation
· Level of education
· Race and/or ethnicity

2. Where should polling places be located within precincts? How many voting machines are necessary at each polling place? How much staff?

3. What factors need to be taken into consideration that might not be accounted for on the map?
· Time to vote
· Voter registration (times/locations)
· Voter ID laws
· Learning about candidates
· Understanding ballot use
· …?
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Example: time to vote
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